Julio Bendezu Sarmiento, Philippe Marquis, Johanna Lhuillier, Hervé Monchot. “A sepulchral pit from the Late Iron Age in Bactra. The site of Tepe Zargaran (Afghanistan)” by Minardi, Michele
 
Abstracta Iranica
Revue bibliographique pour le domaine irano-aryen 
Volume 40-41 | 2019
Comptes rendus des publications de 2017-2018
Julio Bendezu Sarmiento, Philippe Marquis,
Johanna Lhuillier, Hervé Monchot. “A sepulchral









CNRS (UMR 7528 Mondes iraniens et indiens), Éditions de l’IFRI
 
Electronic reference
Michele Minardi, “Julio Bendezu Sarmiento, Philippe Marquis, Johanna Lhuillier, Hervé Monchot. “A
sepulchral pit from the Late Iron Age in Bactra. The site of Tepe Zargaran (Afghanistan)””, Abstracta
Iranica [Online], Volume 40-41 | 2019, document 2, Online since 15 July 2019, connection on 22 April
2021. URL: http://journals.openedition.org/abstractairanica/47773 ; DOI: https://doi.org/10.4000/
abstractairanica.47773 
This text was automatically generated on 22 April 2021.
Tous droits réservés
Julio Bendezu Sarmiento, Philippe
Marquis, Johanna Lhuillier, Hervé
Monchot. “A sepulchral pit from the




Julio Bendezu Sarmiento, Philippe Marquis, Johanna Lhuillier, Hervé Monchot. “A
sepulchral pit from the Late Iron Age in Bactra. The site of Tepe Zargaran
(Afghanistan)” in Johanna Lhuillier, Nikolaus Boroffka (eds.). A Millennium of History. The
Iron Age in southern Central Asia (2nd and 1st Millennia BC). Proceedings of the conference held
in Berlin (June 23–25, 2014). Dedicated to the memory of Viktor Ivanovich Sarianidi. Berlin:
Dietrich Reimer, 2018, p. 319-331
1 The authors,  members of  the DAFA (Délégation archéologique  française  en Afghanistan),
present  in  this  paper  the  preliminary  results  of  the  excavations  at  Site  6  of  Tepe
Zargaran  in  the  area  of  the  ancient  city  of  Balkh  (northern  Afghanistan,  ancient
Bactriana). More specifically, the paper offers a bio-archaeological analysis of the data
obtained from the 2008 discovery of a sepulchral pit containing the skeletal remains of
eight individuals separated, according to the authors, into two groups. This secondary
collective burial was overlaid and sealed by a rampart of Kushan times. On the basis of
the archaeological evidence gathered (including a carbon-14 dating test) the authors
ascribe the pit to the Late Iron Age/Early Hellenistic period, possibly “around the [time
of the] conquest” in the aftermath of the defeat of Darius III. The importance of the
discovery is quite relevant considering the rarity of tombs in southern Central Asia for
the whole Iron Age period (1500-329 BC). The analysis of the skeletal remains highlights
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dismembering and cutting practices (in addition to excarnation), which are interpreted
as possible mutilations of the corpses before their final deposition in the pit. The few
data available on similar complex burial practices documented in other Bactrian sites
(such  as  Tillya  Tepe)  are  compared  by  the  authors  with  the  new  data  from  Tepe
Zargaran. A possible connection with the funerary praxis as described in the Avestan
Vidēvdād is noted with caution in the conclusions.
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